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Californians Receiving Unemployment to See Additional $25 in 
Federal Economic Stimulus Money Added to Benefit Checks  

 
  

SACRAMENTO – The state Employment Development Department (EDD) today began 
sending recipients of Unemployment Insurance (UI) benefits an additional $25 a week in 
payments authorized and paid for by federal economic stimulus legislation signed into 
law in Washington D.C. two weeks ago.  
 
“I’m sure this is welcome news for the many unemployed Californians who are currently 
receiving Unemployment Insurance benefits,” EDD Director Patrick Henning said. “From 
the moment the stimulus legislation was approved, EDD staff has worked around the 
clock to ensure that these benefits go out quickly to the many Californians who have 
lost their jobs during this national economic downturn.”    
 
EDD staff reprogrammed computer systems to add a supplemental payment to 
unemployment benefits. The extra $25 is being added automatically to weekly benefit 
amounts so UI claimants do not need to contact EDD. The first eligible week for the 
stimulus payments ended February 28 and claimants are receiving the additional 
benefits this week.   
 
It’s estimated that close to a million unemployed workers in California are currently 
collecting regular UI, federal extension, or Disaster Unemployment Assistance 
(DUA) benefits. Over the next two weeks they will see an extra $25 - $50 on their 
benefit checks depending on whether their two-week certification period began 
before or during the first eligible week for stimulus payments.  
 
UI recipients will receive the supplemental $25 per week payments added to their 
regular benefit checks regardless of the amount of their regular weekly benefits. Current 
benefits range from $40 to $450 a week, depending on their prior earnings when 
employed.  
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Workers who file new claims on or before Dec. 20, 2009, will also receive the $25 
additional payment. The $25 payments will continue to be paid until July 3, 2010. 
 
The federal government is funding the stimulus benefits, which are expected to total 
about $1.1 billion for the California economy. The additional payments will not reduce 
future benefits to unemployed workers, and they will not increase the amount of state UI 
taxes employers pay for their workers. 
 
Eligibility Period Expanded for Federal UI Extension Benefits 
 
The stimulus legislation also greatly increases the number of workers eligible for federal 
UI benefit extensions which added up to 33 weeks of benefits to the maximum of 26 
weeks of regular benefits that unemployed workers may receive. 
 
The legislation lengthens the period of time for which workers can apply for the two UI 
benefit extensions approved by Congress last year. The deadline for filing for the 
extensions was originally the end of March 2009. The stimulus bill extends the deadline 
for filing for the first benefit extension to Dec. 20, 2009, and for the second extension to 
Dec. 27, 2009. 
 
Further information on UI benefits and the economic stimulus payments is available on 
EDD’s Web site at www.edd.ca.gov.  
 
EDD encourages those who are filing for UI benefits to use eApply4UI, the online 
application method available on the department’s Web site, which is the fastest, most 
convenient way to apply for unemployment benefits, and is available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.  
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For news media inquiries only, contact the California Employment Development Department 
(EDD) Communications Office, at (916) 654-9029. TTY users, please call the California Relay 
Service at 711. 


